
Instructions for Active Reading
Active reading is all about being engaged in the literature.  It is reading with a determination to understand the relevance of the material.  In other words, it is to learn something, not to simply enjoy it (although I hope you enjoy it, too).  

Do not wait until after you have read to complete your work.  That is not “active” reading!   If you do so, you might miss or forget information that is potentially important.  It also is not authentic because the thoughts you include on your paper are in hindsight (after you’ve gotten all of the information) instead of being shared in the moment (without all the “puzzle” pieces).   
While you actively read, you will be required to do the following things: 
1. Identifying Relevant Information 

List (highlight/underline) any relevant information that you learned from your reading selection AND explain why you found each to be relevant. (This includes important events or revelations, pertinent conversations, instances of foreshadowing, etc.…)  Include page numbers from your novel or story as a reference to each piece of information.  This will help you later!
2. Asking Questions

List at least three questions that you have about the reading. These can be questions you have about how events in one chapter relate to previous chapters, questions about a character’s motivation or reaction to something, questions about a confusing part of the plot, etc.… Think about these questions AND try to answer them yourself. (You may not think you understand something, but you may surprise yourself!)

3. Clarification 

Summarize by listing all important / relevant information from your selection.  If you’ve done a good job highlighting, this part should be easy!
4. Make Connections

Identify things from your reading that somehow relate to your life/past experiences, people you may know, other literary selections, songs, or movies.  Clearly and adequately note how they are similar!
5.  Visualize

Look up pictures of people, places, things, or events that are unfamiliar to you.  

Although you are required to complete these steps for all of your reading assignments, more specific instructions for each will be given!


